
Copyright © Great River Shakespeare Festival | 2022 Season Artwork by Maggie Panetta @maggie_designss

June 18 - July 31 2022



This activity is made possible by 
the voters of Minnesota through 

a Minnesota State Arts Board 
Operating Support grant, thanks 

to a legislative appropriation from 
the Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund.

We have all been changed by the 
last two years. We come back to 
the theater after taking a pause, 
moving outdoors and spending 
time examining our values and 
the way we respond to our world. 
Our community is different. We 
can’t help but approach the work 
with a fresh perspective, and we 
are intentionally approaching the 
work with more diverse perspec-
tives. This summer, we invite you 
to come back to a conversation 
that will be both familiar and 
entirely new. 

We'll sit in the dark together, 
feel the thrill of the sudden hush 
as the lights go down and new 
worlds open up before us. We'll 
laugh and cry and be moved 
together. We will hear these 
stories together and the shared 
experience will spark conver-
sations in the lobby (and at our 
new ice cream socials after the 
performance) that will inspire us 
to explore our shared humanity. 
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We see familiar stories with new 
perspectives: a boldly reimagined 
The Taming of the Shrew for our 
times and a fresh, passionate and 
delightful new production of 
Twelfth Night. We are also excited 
to add a new gem: Carlyle Brown’s 
masterpiece The African Company 
Presents Richard III which examines 
who is allowed to find themselves in 
great works of art. And, all season 
long we will listen to each other in a 
completely new way as we create 
All The Town's a Stage: A Winona Story 
based on stories told by people who 
call Winona home. 

We are refreshed
   renewed and
     ready to engage.
 Come join us.
Doug Scholz-Carlson
Artistic Director
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W I L L I A M
Shakespeare

By

If I be waspish, 
  best beware my sting.
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Follow Kat and petruchia 
on this joyous romp as 
they face off at high noon 
and gamble on an
explosive high-stakes 
marriage at gunpoint.



C A R LY L E
   brown

By
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C A R LY L E
   brown

Festival favorite
corey allen 
(GRSF’s King Lear, Henry V, 
Twelfth Night, Midsummer) 
returns to direct this true and 
uniquely American story.
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W I L L I A M
Shakespeare

By

“

“

Prove true, 
      imagination, 
         O, prove true!
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beth gardiner 
(GRSF’s The Tempest, 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, The Servant of 
Two Masters) brings 
her special brand of 
delightful humor and 
heart-filled storytelling 
to Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night, which promises to 
be a magical adventure 
of mistaken identity, love, 
yearning, and drunken 
foolery. 



A brand new play

created with the

Winona community

We need your help to tell this story! 
There are many ways for community 

members to get involved with this production. 
If you are interested in taking part, 

please contact: 

communityengagement@grsf.org
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This activity is made possible by 
the voters of Minnesota through 
a grant from the Southeastern 

Minnesota Arts Council thanks to a 
legislative appropriation from the 

Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund.



Artwork co-designed by 
GRSF community partner

Sarah Johnson and Project FINE 
and co-created with 

community members.

Learn more at:
@winonacolorproject

thejoylabs.com
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In Winona, if you 
wander down Broadway 
from Highway 14 to the 
Mississippi River, you’ll pass 
through neighborhoods 
brimming with vibrant and 
complex lives.

Those lives have inspired
All the Town’s a Stage:
A Winona Story.

Combining the stories of Winona 
community members with the 
characters and language of 
Shakespeare, this original play 
explores the question of what it 
means to belong in Winona.

GRSF is partnering with community 
members and local artists to 
co-create this special live event. 

Join us as we celebrate, 
investigate, and honor 
Winona in a production 
unlike anything the Festival 
has done before!
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Shakespeare Shorts
Approximately one hour before the start of each play, 

our 2022 Apprentice Company will present Shakespeare 
Shorts, a variety of scenes from the Shakespeare canon. 

GRSF Apprentices study classical theater techniques with 
our professional company and put those skills to work over 
the course of the festival. Come support their learning and 
tune your ear to Shakespeare’s verse before enjoying the 

main production. The scenes will rotate on a regular basis, 
so come back and see them all.

know before you go
An entertaining 10-minute introduction to the characters, 

plot, and the world of the play you are about to see, 
Know Before You Go will get you up to speed and ready 

to dive in! Be sure to grab a printed primer to use as 
a reference during the show.  

Shakespeare Shorts and Know 
Before You Go will take place 

outdoors on the green adjacent to 
the Performing Arts Center and will 

end in plenty of time for you to 
make it to your seat inside.

Your experience begins before the curtain rises! 
Come early and join us for pre-show events, browse the 

gift shop, and choose a treat from our concession stand.
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Join us right after the show every Friday and Saturday night 
outside the theatre for our brand new Ice Cream Socials!  
Enjoy delicious frozen treats, mingle with the cast and crew, 
and share your experiences of the plays with your fellow 
audience members. 

ice cream
socials

grsf.org

festival events

Select conversations are broadcast on Facebook Live 
(facebook.com/GreatRiverShakes), so you can also join 
from the comfort of your living room!

Thursday Evenings (July 7-28)

Grab a coffee and settle in for fun, fascinating, and in-depth
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Alex Givens & Tarah Flanagan in Cymbeline. 
Photo by Sydney Swanson

 For full event descriptions, dates, and locations 
please visit grsf.org/festival-events 

grsf.org/festival-events

Friday Afternoons
(Workshops 11:30am & Matinees 1pm)

For full event descriptions, dates, and locations please visit:

STUDENTS AGE 11-18 can enroll in a FREE workshop prior to 
each Friday afternoon performance. The festival’s education 
team will guide them through theater games and activities 
related to the show. Past experiences have included a 
Shakespeare’s text workshop, backstage tour, and narrated 
fight call. Chill with Will participants will then receive FREE 
tickets to the afternoon show. Contact the box office to 
enroll. Guardians wishing to accompany a student must 
purchase a ticket, but will receive a discounted rate of $20.
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Saturday Afternoons at 5pm

All Friday Matinee performances will be interpreted in Amer-
ican Sign Language (ASL) and audio-described live for the 
blind (via cell-phone app and headphones). Additionally, 
Friday matinees will have adjustments to accommodate those 
who may struggle to sit quietly through an entire performance 
or who have sensory concerns. Accommodations include 
priority seating with easy access to the exits, provided space 
to safely stand in the aisles, increased audience lighting, 
introduction to sudden sounds and lighting effects during 
the pre-show remarks, and a live video feed in the lobby. 
Those who would benefit from these services are encouraged 
to discuss their needs with the box office personnel when 
ordering tickets so that special seating requests can be 
accommodated.
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Sunday, July 17 at 7am

www.grsf.org/festival-events

Following the final main stage performance of the season, 
meet the various departments who have all helped to make 
the festival happen and greet the company as you leave the 
theater. If you are not attending the performance, you may 
join the audience during the bows. The Closing Ceremony 
will take place on Sunday, July 31st at 5:30 pm. following the 
final performance of The Taming of the Shrew.

Tuesday, July 26 at 5pm (Show begins at 7pm)

The fun starts at 5:00 p.m. with pre-Callithump games,
go fast, so mark your calendars for Tuesday, July 26, 2022!

,
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Zach Curtis & Antonio Duke in A Midsummer Night's Dream.
Photo by Dan Norman
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A unique and exciting experience different from years 
past, the 2022 Professional Training Program will bring 
10 young artists to Winona who are interested in not only 
Shakespeare, but also the intersection of community and 
art, as well as producing new work. Students will receive 
intensive classical training with our Training Program 
Director, understudy a mainstage show, and perform a 
showcase of monologues and scenes. They will also have 
the unique opportunity to be an integral part of All the 
Town’s a Stage: A Winona Story, an original play being 
created in partnership with Winona community members 
and the culmination of a two-year Community Engaged 
Project between GRSF and several local community 
groups. Students will attend masterclasses with profes-
sionals in the field of Community-Engaged Theatre and 
receive hands-on experience through participation in a 
number of roles in the creation of the project, as actors, 
assistant directors, assistant designers, in play develop-
ment, community engagement, and producing. The pro-
gram is tuition-free and includes housing. Visit grsf.org/
professional-training-program for complete details. 

All of GRSF’s education programs are 
supported by a grant from the 

ELIZABETH CALLENDAR KING FOUNDATION.

GRSF provides extensive formal training programs for 

a wide variety of ages. Our focus is not only on theater 

production but on the development of human character. 

At GRSF, we believe that part of becoming a great artist is 

becoming a great person. We are a company of artists, and 

we are part of a community. We value respect, empathy, 

and compassion every bit as much as we value excellence, 

authenticity, and innovation. 

Professional Training Program

Apprenticeships
Apprenticeships are available for college-age/early career 
professionals and provide both formal instruction and 
practical application of skills within production and admin-
istrative disciplines. Production apprentices work along-
side professional artisans to create, maintain, and operate 
scenery, costumes, lighting, sound, properties, wigs, 
make-up, and stage management. Administrative ap-
prentices work under the guidance of GRSF’s professional 
staff in marketing, box office, and education. Apprentices 
receive free housing, an hourly wage and overtime. 
For more information visit grsf.org/apprenticeships
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In this full-day, week-long class, students will play imag-
inative games, act out scenes, and create performances 
based on folktales, fairy tales, fables, and mythology. 
Students will be introduced to basic theater exercises 
that promote confidence, foster positive group dynamics, 
and bolster the imagination.  WPP works on building a 
respectful community in a safe, supportive atmosphere. 
Students learn to showcase their natural talents and 
improve their observation and concentration skills. 
Class will culminate in a final presentation for friends 
and families at the end of the week.

Tuition: $160.

Tuition: $205. ($155/week if enrolling same student in 
both Session 1 and Session 2).

Enroll online at grsf.org/youth-education

In this half-day class for our youngest creators, students 
will be introduced to theatre and storytelling through 
games and familiar folktales and fables. They will learn 
basic theater exercises which promote confidence, foster 
positive group dynamics, and bolster the imagination. 
Students will work together to build a safe, respectful, and 
FUN atmosphere – developing collaboration and con-
centration skills throughout the week. The program will 
culminate in a final presentation for friends and families.

YOUTH CLASSES:
Open to all area youth, 

regardless of experience!



20

Shakespeare for Young Designers offers an opportunity for 
students entering 7th through 12th grade to explore scenic 
design, costume design, and production strategies in the 
context of Shakespearean text. This program incorporates 
elements of the professional design process with students 
creating their own original text-based design. Students will 
learn from and work alongside professionals to explore and 
develop their own approach to storytelling through design. 
SYD students attend GRSF’s three mainstage productions 
with their class. All materials are included.

SYD: Students entering 7th-12th grade.
July 5-23, 2022. Tuesdays - Saturdays from 10am - 4pm. 
Final showcase: Sunday, July 24 at 6pm.
Tuition: $500.

Tuition: $500.

Enroll online at:  
grsf.org/youth-education



Group Visits
Do you have a group of friends you’d like to bring to the 
festival? Maybe an English class? A group from your bank, 
retirement home, or class reunion? GRSF is the perfect place 
to bring a group of any size, age or experience! We offer com-
petitive pricing for groups of 10 or more people, and can add 
a variety of features to tailor the experience to your group’s 
needs. In the past we have hosted events in conjunction with 
performances such as:
• Stage Combat workshops
• Backstage Tours
• Panel discussions with actors/technicians/directors
• Picnic lunches
• Coordinated visits with art museums, river boat tours, & more!
For more information or to book your group, call Group Sales 
at 507.474.9375 or email groupsales@grsf.org.

Adult Classes
The Great River Collegium: The Festival supports a group of 
30 adult learners who have organized a Collegium to study the 
plays in each GRSF season. The group will meet once a week 
over 10 weeks from March through May to study Twelfth Night 
and The Taming of the Shrew. Actors, directors, and designers 
are invited to classes to augment script studies. 
Tuition: $30 for each session. $60 for both.

Shakespeare for Young FILMMAKERS (SYF)
Guided by GRSF company members and filmmakers, this 
course is designed for students entering grades 7 through 
12 interested in the work that goes on behind the camera. 
Starting from the ground up, students will be exposed to 
the workings of creating a film in pre-production, produc-
tion, and post-production. All students work daily with 
professional filmmakers on conception, writing, filming, 
and editing. Over the course of the workshop, students 
will take part in the creation of a fully-produced short film, 
acting as director, camera operator, sound and lighting 
technician, as well as filling other on-set duties.  Students 
will receive complimentary tickets to the three mainstage 
productions as part of their tuition.

SYF: Students entering 7th-12th grade.
July 5-16. Tuesdays - Saturdays from 10am - 4pm. 
Final showcase: Sunday, July 24 at 6pm.
Tuition: $400.

short films, design presentations, and a performance of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream created by these Young Artists.

with GRSF’s Director of Summer Education Programs 
(education@grsf.org) to apply for financial assistance.



5:00pm  
PRE- 
CALLITHUMP!

TW:
Twelfth Night

AF:
The African 

Company presents 
Richard III

SH:
The Taming of

the Shrew

CCBG:
Company 

Conversation at 
Blooming Grounds

WS:
All the Town’s 

a Stage: 
A Winona Story

No performances 
on Mondays & 

Tuesdays.



7:00am  WILL RUN

5:30pm  Closing  Ceremony

1/2
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Buy in person at our two convenient locations:
1.  GRSF DOWNTOWN OFFICE:
 121 E 3rd St, Winona, MN 55987
 August - May: Monday–Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
 June - July: Wednesday–Sunday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

2. PERFORMING ARTS CENTER BOX OFFICE:
 Our box office in the lobby of the PAC opens 90 minutes 
 before every performance. 
 DuFresne Performing Arts Center (on the WSU Campus), 
 450 Johnson St, Winona, MN 55987

1. Online at grsf.org
2. Call the box office at (507) 474-7900
3. Stop by in person!



Single Tickets
Single tickets range from $10 - $49, depending on 

seat selection, dates, and availability. Single tickets 
go on sale to the general public on January 17, 2022.

You can also contact us via email at: 
boxoffice@grsf.org



Christopher Thomas Pow & Lauren Winder
in Great Expectations. 

Photo by Sydney Swanson. 26

NEW! 10 for 10

These performances sell out quickly, so act fast!

GRSF wants everyone to have access to the arts. If you’re 
looking for discounted tickets, check out some of the deals 

below. Call the box office with any questions. We want 
to do everything we can to get you to the theater! 

For more information contact the box office: 
(507) 474-7900 or boxoffice@grsf.org



Silas Sellnow & Anna Sundberg 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Photo by Dan Norman
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gift cards

Purchase online at: grsf.localgiftcards.com

All elementary, high school and college students 
(with a valid ID) can attend our productions 

at a discounted rate:



WSU
Performing 
Arts Center

Somsen
Hall

Memorial
Hall

Integrated
Wellness Center

Phelps
Hall

Darrel W. 
Krueger Library

(11th)
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Can people’s lives really be enriched by engaging with 
400-year-old texts? The thousands of audience members, 
students, artists, and administrators who have been part 
of the 18-year history of Great River Shakespeare Festival 

can resolutely answer YES! Enriching lives is more than just 
watching a play, however. Through all of the education and 
outreach programs and deep exploration into the human 
condition, GRSF has been inspiring conversations in cars, 
homes, coffee shops, bars, and across political aisles. It is 

those conversations which enrich our understanding of
“others,” inspire a resolve to become better members of

society, and become change agents in our own lives. As a 
result, relationships improve, marginalized voices are 

celebrated, and communities are knit together. This is the 
work of a not-for-profit charity and the work you make 

possible with your financial support.

We invite you to keep the conversation going by making a 
tax-deductible gift to GRSF today. Visit grsf.org/support, 

or contact Development Director Jazzmine Coleman 
at (507) 474-9376 or jazzminec@grsf.org

Thank You

The mission of the Great River Shakespeare 

Festival is to enrich people’s lives by creating 

dynamic, clearly understood productions 

of Shakespeare and other playwrights who 

celebrate the spoken word. 

30
Christopher Peltier and the cast of Shakespeare in Love. 
Photo by Dan Norman.
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Victoria Nassif & Melissa Maxwell in The Tempest.
Photo by Sydney Swanson



Great River Shakespeare Festival 
is a member of the Shakespeare 
Theatre Association (stahome.
org), a nonprofit theater service 

organization whose more than 125 
member companies are dedicated 
to sharing best practices in creat-
ing art from the works of William 
Shakespeare around the globe.

(507) 474-7900  |  boxoffice@grsf.org  |  grsf.org
Administrative Offices: 121 E 3rd St, Winona, MN 55987
Performance Venue: DuFresne Performing Arts Center 
(on WSU Campus), 450 Johnson St, Winona, MN 55987

This activity is made possible by 
the voters of Minnesota through 

a Minnesota State Arts Board 
Operating Support grant, thanks 

to a legislative appropriation from 
the Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund.

GRSF operates under a collective bargaining 
agreement with Actors’ Equity Association, 
the union for professional actors and stage 
managers in the United States. The Festival 

also employs members of the Stage Directors 
and Choreographers Society and 

United Scenic Artists.
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